
* * * PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY ST. ANDREW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 3945 South Bradley Road, Santa Maria, California  93455 (805) 937-2470 * * * 

E-mail:  saumc.sm@gmail.com 

November, 2009 

 

Orcutt 
Santa Maria 

St. Andrew  

Fit To Be Tithed 
Via United Methodeviations by dorteos2 

 

An interesting thing happened in the church during the twentieth century in the United States.  Christian giving shifted from caring for 

the poor, saving lives and spreading the gospel to funding the church budget.  Centuries old spiritual teachings morphed into plati-

tudes for raising money and getting people to put more in the collection plate.  Perhaps no Biblical principle has been more abused or 

misunderstood than the tithe. 

 

Letôs take a little quiz to put things in perspective: 

 

      Tithing means: 
 

 1.  Giving 10% of gross income to God 

 2.  Giving 10% of net income to God 

 3.  Giving 10% of all we have to God 

 4.  Giving thanks to God for all the good things God provides 

 

      The recipient of the tithe is: 

 

 1.  God 

 2.  The church 

 3.  The needy, through work o the church 

 4.  The giver 

 

      The tithe is for: 

 

 1.  Supporting the work of ministry 

 2.  The support of the local church 

 3.  Doing charitable work anywhere in the world 

 4.  A once-a-year-blow-out party 

 

      Tithing:  
 

 1.  Keeps the churchôs doors open 

 2.  Is a spiritual discipline that helps us grow in faith 

 3.  Is our way of giving 10% of what God gives us back to God 

 4.  Strengthens our relationship to God, neighbor, and the community of faith 

 

 Of course, the answer to all four questions is ñ4.ò 

 

All other answers are constructs of the church aimed at getting people to give it their money.  If you donôt believe me, read Deuteron-

omy 14:22-29: 

 

Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field.  In the presence of the Lord your God, in the place 

that he will choose as a dwelling for his name, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, your wine, and your oil, as well as the firstlings of 

your herd and flock, so that you may learn to fear the Lord you God always.  But if, when the Lord your God has blessed you, the 

distance is so great that you are unable to transport it, because the place where the Lord your God will choose to set his name is too far 

away from you, then you may turn it into money.  With the money secure in hand, go to the place that the Lord your God will choose; 

spend the money for whatever you wishðoxen, sheep, wine,  strong drink, or whatever you desire.  And you shall eat there in the 

presence of the Lord your God, you and your household rejoicing together.  As for the Levites resident in your towns, do not neglect 
           Continued on page 3 
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Dear St. Andrew Family, 

 

 We are once again in the season of preparing budgets and establishing a Stewardship campaign. As we work to 

prepare the church for the ministries we undertake, I am amazed at the breadth of ministry we do. I am sure I only know in 

part, and so I hope that you can help me learn even more of what we do. 

 

 Many of you know we allow many groups to gather in our buildings for the purpose of their ministry. You proba-

bly know about the 8:30 and 10:20 services on Sunday morning, the St. Andrew Academy of Music and Happy Hollow 

Preschool. We also have ongoing use by the United Methodist Women, the Men's group, the Youth Group, Boy Scouts of 

America and Girl Scouts of America. 

 

 We connect to the larger community of Orcutt and Santa Maria, as we have opened our spaces to Santa Barbara 

County Education Offices, Orcutt School District, Righetti High School, and St. Joseph High School for testing and 

teacher training. Santa Maria High School Cheer had a banquet celebration which was hosted here too.  Also, we have 

hosted Allan Hancock College for scheduled classes. 

 

 We have been faithful to the music community of Santa Maria, sharing the ministry of the Choir and the Bells, 

even in concerts offsite. We have provided space to the Madrigals of Righetti High School for their Yuletide dinner, and to 

the Coastal Voices for practice and performance space, as well as Allan Hancock College Singers for their performance. 

 

 We have been faithful to the United Methodist Connection as we have hosted groups from Vista UMC and West-

lake Village UMC. Our United Methodist Connection has spread even wider as we have gone out from hosting events our-

selves to celebrate with other United Methodists. We have a regular gathering of the UMW at First UMC in Santa Maria. 

We were able to send a delegation to Christ UMC, along with a card to celebrate their 80th Anniversary. 

 

 We continue in sending ministries with our youth group attending Sierra Service Project, members of the St. An-

drew providing food for the Community Shelter once a month during the year, not to mention the ongoing ministries of 

faithful persons here at St. Andrew to offer chapel services to people at Merrill Gardens, and food to our shut-ins and those 

who have recently lost a loved one. 

 

 We give generously to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). We have donated to more than ten 

different disaster relief efforts this past year alone. We have provided ministerial support to several funerals in our area. 

We have offered ourselves through the Angel Tree project, countless persons who have come in off the street for a quick 

bite to eat, or a tank of gas to keep going on a weary travel. We support the Salvation Army, the Food Bank and the Com-

munity Shelter in our giving, as well as our presence at several events and activities throughout the year. 

 

 We care for our children, and the children of this community, through Bible Study, youth group, Scouts and more. 

We have given Vacation Bible School, and provided Sunday School for the children and youth of this community, with a 

desire to see them come to know Jesus Christ as faithful Disciples, trained in the Scriptures and fundamentals of the faith. 

 

 Ultimately, we cannot do this without the ongoing support of our staff, and amazing volunteers. These people pro-

vide invaluable resources to us, and help us manage the many shifts and turns that our schedule and culture bring to us. 

Alesia Yglesias (Administrative Assistant), Meredith Worsham Brough (Choir Director), Scott Davis (Bell Choir Direc-

tor), Bill Woods (Organist), Holly Kalton (Praise Team Pianist), Margo Rodriguez (Happy Hollow Director), Tracy Vega 

(Happy Hollow Teacher), Stacey Twitchel (Happy Hollow Teacher), Tara Davis (Happy Hollow Teacher), Esther Moon 

(Bookkeeper/Treasurer),  Bernardino Perez (Custodian), Lori Hastings (Sunday Childcare),  and myself (Pastor). Our Vol-

unteers keep us in good stead as they repair, replace and care for the many areas of the church. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

David Camphouse 
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continued from page 1 

 

 them, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you. 

 

Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and store it within your towns; 

the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you, as well as the resident aliens, the orphans, 

and the widows in your towns, may come and eat their fill so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the 

work that you undertake. 

 

I always point out to United Methodists the line about turning the tithe into ñwhatever you wishò ð including 

ñstrong drink.ò  It is abundantly clear that the tithe is not about the church at all ð it is about Godôs relationship 

with us people, and our relationship with each other.  In the primitive and premodern age in which the Bible was 

written, it is clear that people needed a reminder of the providential nature and grace of God.  Before the times 

got tough, before food got scarce, before people lived wondering where their next meal might come from, they 

were instructed to have an amazing party ð enjoying the best of everything God gave them.  The focus wasnôt 

really on ñgiving,ò but on generosity.  God is generous to us, we have much to be thankful for, and from our fun-

damental gratitude we give thanks to God and share our abundance with those in need.  Cool system. 

 

But not a system designed for a modern world.  Similar stories can be told of other types of giving: alms 

(provision for the poor), gifts (provision for the priests and religious leaders) and offerings (communal gifts to 

God similar to tithes: the community feasts on the meat, while the hooves, guts, and fat makes a ófragrantô offer-

ing to God).  In a non-currency-based society, none of these things had much of anything to do with money.  

Most (and weôre talking 90% here) of the people in ñBible timesò would be lucky to see 10 coins in their entire 

lifetime (think of the woman in the Lucan parable ð losing one of ten coins would be losing a significant por-

tion of an entire lifeôs savings.  Think losing 10% of your pensioné).  When the gospels talk about Judas be-

traying Jesus for ñthirty pieces of silver,ò it was just that ð not likely to be real coins, but merely nuggets of 

metal.  Virtually none of the passages we equate to ñmoneyò had anything to do with currency the way we un-

derstand it.  Almost every ñmessageò we create about Mammon, talents, wealth, etc. is a complete reinterpreta-

tion aimed at using them for our own means.  Even when we talk about what Wesley teaches about giving, it is-

nôt giving òtoò the church.  Wesley talked about giving to the poor.  He believed the church was an agent for 

missional service.  But even Wesley lived in a time of ñdisinflationò (where things cost less at his death than 

they had when he was born) where costs of living were amazingly low. 

 

No, today, if we choose to continue to prop up the consumerist cultural entity we call church, weôve got to pay 

for it.  For us to hold onto what we have we need money for property, facilities, insurance, salaries, pensions, 

parking lots, pretty windows, expensive instruments, sound and lighting systems, offices and office supplies ð 

none of which exists in any model of ñchurchò from the Hebrew scriptures, Christian scriptures, or the first 

dozen centuries of early church writing.  When we use the Bible to influence modern-day believers into giving 

money to the church, we are making it up as we go along.  If more of what we received went directly into the 

ñtransformation of the world,ò we wouldnôt have nearly as much trouble getting the money. 

 

Being agents of Godôs grace, light, life, providence, kindness, mercy and justice in the world emerges from a 

deep sense of gratitude and a commitment to generosity.  Paying bills, funding budgets, meeting apportionments, 

and keeping the doors open touches a different source.  It is harder to motivate people to buy the next ream of 

copy paper than it is to feed a hungry child.  People are much more likely to support ñNothing but Netsò than to 

cough up an additional $70 bucks to pay apportionments.  Yet, costs are what they are.  How do we continue to 

fund the institution of the church so that all these other good things can actually happen.  It tithing, alms-giving, 

offerings, and gifts arenôt about funding the local church, how do we do it? 

 

Tomorrow I am going to look at the things we are doing that DONôt work very well, before turning Thursday to 

the things we have learned that do work well, to perhaps give us some necessary help to both pay the bills AND 

transform the world. 
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Stewardship Campaign 
 

November the Finance Team embarks on the annual Stewardship Campaign,  This is a time in which we hope all of you would think par-

ticularly about the financial gifts we plan to share with the church in the next year.  Below you will find some more information and also 

some resources that might help you in this preparation. 

 

Pledge Cards:  Mailings will go out to all regular participants in November and included in these mailings are pledge cards where you 

and your family can make your intentions regarding giving for 2010 known to the church.  This information is critical for us to plan for 

the future and the financial viability of our planned mission and ministry.  This information is confidential and is only known by 2-3 peo-

ple in the entire congregation, it is based on your best estimate looking forward and can be altered at any time if the need arises (some 

times members have to alter their estimates down while others are able to give beyond what they initially thought). 

 

Estate Gifts:  An incredibly important aspect of every church ministry is the funds that people set aside in their estate giving.  If you 

have not thought about SAUMC in this way, please do so this year.  You know better than anyone else what you want to do with your 

estate upon your death, donôt leave the decision up to others who might not know fully of your intentions.  Currently the funding of our 

ministries through estate gifts is what helps us make investments in staff, programs and capital improvements.  Essentially, estate gifts 

are the funds we can utilize to institute new avenues of growth.  You can certainly talk to our Finance Team about ideas you have in 

terms of Estate Planning, but the best practice is to work with your own financial and legal advisors who can help make sure your wishes 

are carried out. 

 

Percentage Giving:  The hardest and yet most important aspect of becoming a healthy giver is to consider first fruits or percentage giv-

ing.  This means we set a target of a certain percentage of our finances we will give monthly or annually and give that at the first of the 

month.  Without such a plan giving usually falls to what is left at the end of each month and if you are like most of us, without deep fore-

thought, the funds always seem to go somewhere by the end of the month.  The chart below could help you consider percentage giving 

for the first time or an increase if you already practice this form of giving. 

 

As always, please talk to the Pastor if you have any questions or concerns about any of the issues raised here. 
 



        

PASTOR½S BIBLE STUDY 
Monday nights  
5:00 ð 6:00 p.m. 

Music Conference Room 
 The current study is the book of 

Matthew.  Each night we will study the 

background, contents and significance of 

that weekôs chapter.  You are not required 

to read a book a week but it is suggested 

that you refer to a study Bible, or other 

reference material to acquaint yourself 

with the purpose and meaning of that par-

ticular book. 

 

  

 We will not have Bible Study 

during the month of December. 

 

PASTOR½S SERMON  SERIES 
And Scriptures  
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Meetings and Events 
 

Nov. 02 9:30 UMW General Meeting, 

  Harvest Brunch 

 6:00 Laity Committee 

 7:30 Trustees 

 

Nov. 03 6:00 Finance Training 

 7:00 Endowment 

 

Nov. 15   3:00      Church Conference 

  6:30  UMW Night Circle, at 

  Giavannis 

 

Nov. 19 7:00 Church Council 

 

Nov. 22 5:00 Thanksgiving Celebration 

 

Nov. 30 9:30 UMW Board Meeting 

 Good Samaritan  

 Dinner  
     SAUMC will be serving dinner at 

the Good Samaritan Shelter in Santa 

Maria on November 28 at 6 pm.   

     We serve dinner the fourth Satur-

day of the month.  For more informa-

tion, call the office at:  937-2470 

Deadline for the  

Voice is the  

 18th Of every  

Month.  

  

 November 01 ñSo That You May Believeò John 11:32-44 

 

 November 08 ñSeeing It Clearlyò  Mark 12:38-44 

 

 November 15 ñ1, 2, 3 Not It!ò   Mark 13:1-8 

 

 November 22 ñBad Enough to Have a Presidentò  John 18:33-37 

       (Who Wants a King) 

 

 November 29 ñRead the Signsò 

Reminder 
 

Items are collected for the food 
pantry on the first Sunday of every 
month.  You can drop off your do-
nations in the narthex or in the 
office during the week.   
 

 
 

Thanksgiving Celebration  
Sunday, November 22nd  

5:00 p.m.  
 

Join us in a  
Praise & Celebration  

Feast 
 

**Weõll provide turkey,  
mashed potatoes,  
Gravy & stuffing.  

 
**Bring a dish to share.**  

 
We need help with Saturday set -up,  

Sunday cooking, and especially  
The clean -up after dinner.  

Sign up in the Narthex.  
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october attendance  

 

DATE    8:30    10:20    Youth/Kids    Total  

  

Oct.  04     42        93            16                  135 

 

Oct.  11     58        97                                       25        155 

 

Oct.  18     54        85            24                      139  

 

Oct.  25                  41        74            18        115 

Message from the Board of Trustees 
On behalf of the Trustees, thank you to all who meet here, work here, or do business here for making sure that doors and alarms are 

secure when you are the last one out and no other group using a building has arrived.  Your diligence in keeping our campus safe is 

greatly appreciated and helps to maintain the places of music, education, and worship for all who do use St. Andrew.  Thanks again! 

     I am happy to announce that Santa Maria Teen Courts website for the Spare Our Youth Bowling Fundraiser is up and run-

ning. It can be viewed at www.cadasm.org. 

     We would like to invite you to partner with us in this important community event. There are several levels of sponsorship ranging 

from $30 to $2,500. 

     Donations and Registration for the event can be completed online, by phone, or mailed to the address listed below.  

     The purpose for the fundraiser is raise funds to match a challenge grant from the Stuart Gildred Foundation. They will match dollar 

for dollar up to $15,000. The deadline to meet this challenge is December 31, 2009 so we are on a mission to raise the funds needed to 

support our youth in Santa Maria Valley.  

     Teen Court is often the first intervention available to youth beginning to use alcohol and drugs. This community based program 

allows youth a second chance and keeps them out of the juvenile justice system, while at the same time teaching them skills to avoid 

future delinquency, and giving them the opportunity to give back to their community through community service.  Teen court promotes 

character development and leadership in youth. 

     Thank you for your support! 

  

Crystal Moreno 

Teen Court Program Manager 

Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 

526 E. Chapel Street 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Office: (805) 925-8860 x101 

Fax: (805) 928-7855 

  

There Is No Exercise Better Than Reaching Down and Lifting People Up -John Ansrew Holmes- 

Thanksgiving Eve  
     Once again the Thanksgiving Eve Community Worship Service will be held at First United Methodist Church.  This ser-
vice is in cooperation with numerous other United Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran and Presbyterian Churches in in our 
area. 
     Music will be led by a mass choir comprised of voices from all these congregations and supported by an organist, and an 
ensemble of instruments.  This service affords us the opportunity to gather with other Christians in our community to give 
thanks for Godôs many blessings, to pray for our community and to join the long tradition of Christians who have joined 
together around the Eucharist Table. 
 
The service will take place on Wednesday November 25th and will begin at 7:00 pm.  

Church Conference  
November 15, 2009  

     At the close of each year we take some time to reflect in celebration  for ministry of the past year and to look forward to 
the coming year.  There will be a celebration of ministry highlighting our year  and then presentations on leadership, fi-
nances and the future directions for your consideration.  Your presence means you are excited about the direction of your 
church and also you are supportive of you pastoral leadership.  All are invited and encouraged to attend. 
     We will gather in the Music Conference Room at 3:00 pm.  



Lord, hear our prayers foré. 

Barbara Ray  

Tommie Ray  

Rod & Joette  

Lois Long  

Naomi Calkins  

Rodney Johnson  

Butch Martin  

John Carr 

Verda Madison  

John Oska  

Traci Kennedy 

Scott Wallace 

Margaret Sluss 

Melody Matthews 

Warren Reeder 

Paul 

Ann Doyle 

 
 

 

For the families of those who recently 

passed awayé. 

Fritz Guth  

Ed Malinowski  
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Nov. 10  Bill and Marilyn Craig 

 

Nov. 14  Ned and Francine Rickett 

 

Nov. 25  Lee and Mary LaFaille 

  Bob and Jennifer Snow 

 

Nov. 04  Hilda Glenesk 

 

Nov. 07  Harold Morgan 

 

Nov. 09  Kathy Sue Phillips 

 

Nov. 10  Rachel Blackburn 

  Richard Davis 

  Scott Davis 

  Rudy Federman 

  Paul Walker 

 

Nov. 13  Naomi Cummins 

 

Nov. 15  Marissa Thomas 

 

Nov. 16  Evalyn France 

  Dick Parry 

 

Nov. 17  Arminta Guthrie 

  Trish Odell 

 

Nov. 18  Pat Cuthbertson 

 

Nov. 21  Eva Fry 

 

Nov. 22  Anne Miller 

 

Nov. 26  Olive Houston 

 

Nov. 28  Bill Gibbs 

 Victoria Edmondson 

 

Nov. 30  Beth Seagraves 

 

Mother-Daughter Retreat 
 

On December 4-6, 2009 there is a  
Mother-Daughter Retreat (put on by 
Cal Pac Camps).  Itõs for girls in the 
fourth to eighth grade and their 
mothers (aunts and grandmas too).  
This is the second annual mother-
daughter retreat.  You will find fly-
ers attached to the kiosk.  

A Smile  
By G. Frank Burn 

 
The thing that helps most people 

In making life worth while,  
That brings good cheer and gladness, 

Is just a pleasant smile! 
The smile that shows the dimples, 

So big and broad and bright,  
Will dribe away the darkness 

And coax it into light;  
Itôs full of rays, all brilliant, 

With warmth and radiance blent ð 
Itôs worth a stor of treasure, and doesnôt 

cost a cent! 
 

No room for sign of sadness 
Whrn pleasant smile is queen, 
The dreadful blues are abent 

When gladsome smile Is seen; 
It nerves us on to action  

When failure bears us down, 
The dimles, bright and peaceful, 

Will change the awful frown.  
The day is eôer so cheerful 

When heavenly smiles are sentð 
Theyôre worth a store of treasure, 

But do not cost a cent! 
 

A smile can be forthcoming 
Much better than the gold,  

A twinkle in the optics  
Will warm a heart thatôs cold. 

It touches all the soul-life,  
And makes it good and strong, 

It always leaves and echo 
Thatôs like unto a song. 

So keep on with your smiling,  
Which makes the world contentð 
Itôs worth a store of treasure,  
But doesnôt cost a cent! 
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St. Andrew in Ministry 
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    Senior Pastor 
All the People of St. Andrew Ministers 
Rev. Dr. Mary Ann Swenson  Resident Bishop 
Rev. Ms. Catie Coots  District Superintendent 
Alesia Yglesias         Administrative Assistant 
Meredith Worsham Brough     Choir Director 
Scott Davis   Bell Choir Director 
Bill Woods   Organist/Accompanist 
Holly Kalton   Praise Team Keyboardist 
Mike Diaz   Production Manager 
Margo Rodriguez  Preschool Director 
Melody Jones   Music Academy Director 
Rob Paulus   Drama Troupe Director 
Ed Robinson, Chair      Church Council 
    Lay Member to AC 
TBA           Lay Leader 
TBA, Chair   Lay Leadership Committee 
Dick Parry, Chair     Staff Parish Relations 
Carl Phillips, Chair     Board of Trustees 

 
Lee LaFaille, Chair  Finance Committee 
TBA    Treasurer 
Sharon Baylis    Financial Secretary 
Kathy Sue Phillips              Membership Secretary 
Sarah Bendle    Music Academy Board Chair 
Roger Mills   Happy Hollow Board Chair 
Open                            Education Committee 
Open                        Evangelism Committee 
Luella Snyder, Chair  Endowment Committee 
Open    Caring Ministries 
Jill Parry, Chair   Fellowship/Family Ministries 
Mary Thomas, Chair  Outreach & Missions 
Millie Riewald, Chair  Worship Committee 
Imojean Cupp, President United Methodist Women 
Val Prancevic   Scouting Coordinator 
Val Prancevic   Librarian 
Audrey Bailey   Historian 
Mary Teeter   Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 

 

Our Mission: To serve God by sharing, teaching and living the Word. 

Our Vision: To be a church engaged in building disciples, growing in faith, and serving in Christôs name. 

St. Andrew  


